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The principal constituent of Olympic Carborundum is crystalline Aluminium Oxide, otherwise known as Corundum; the 
second hardest mineral on the *Mohs Scale to industrial diamond. This hardness ensures durability when used in stair 
products which are required to withstand heavy footfall and the naturally angular shape of its grain is ideal for providing 
anti-slip in wet environments.

*Mohs scale: rough measure of the resistance of a smooth surface to scratching or abrasion, expressed in terms of a scale 
devised (1812) by the German mineralogist Friedrich Mohs. The Mohs hardness of a mineral is determined by observing 
whether its surface is scratched by a substance of known or defined hardness.

In Olympic Carborundum Infill, the Aluminium Oxide grains are contained within a carefully formulated resin and hardener 

mixture which, when cured, not only binds the grains together but also binds the whole of the infill to the host stair profile. 

The result is an integral product which is impervious to water ingress.

The inclusion of Aluminium Oxide throughout the whole of infill ensures that the installed product offers effective slip 

resistance long after other products where it is incorporated only as a surface layer. 

The Pendulum Slip Test is the preferred method of the UK Slip Resistance Group and of the HSE for assessing the potential risk 

to a pedestrian of slipping on a walking surface.

Olympic Carborundum Infill has been independently slip tested with the results shown in the table below:
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Installation - Stair Nosing Profiles

Installation - Stair Tread Insert Strips & Discs

CAT recommends that stair nosing profiles are bedded onto a mastic medium suited to the installation site and then 
mechanically fixed.

Fixing is through the carborundum in certain profiles and through the aluminium in others. In all cases the screw heads 
remain visible in the finished installation and so stainless steel screws are recommended.

Stair Tread Insert Strips and Discs are always affixed using adhesive.

For bedding and for adhesive fixing ,CAT recommends Stycco Flex Rapid Curing Flexible Adhesive by F. Ball & Co.Ltd.
Please refer to F. Ball & Co. Ltd. published Product Data Sheet for preparation/application information.

Adhesive Only Fixing

Stair Tread Insert Discs

Mechanical Fixing

Stair Tread Insert Strips

Fixings

When there is no choice but to use
adhesive only fixing, apply sufficient
beads to the underside of the profile
to ensure that when it is pressed into 
place, the adhesive is spread across
the whole of the underside.
Once in position, allow sufficient cure
time below allowing pedestrian access.

Discs should sit between 0.5mm and
1.00mm proud of the step surface when
installed and therefore a preformed
hole should be created which is of
adequate diameter and depth to
accept the disc and sufficient adhesive
to affix it.
The remainder of the installation is as for
Stair Tread Insert Strips. 

Using an adhesive as well as a mechanical fix will not only further ensure that
the profile is correctly anchored but wil also remove the risk of rattle caused
by any minor uneveness in the surface of the substrate.

Strips should sit between 0.5mm and 1.0mm proud of the step surface when
installed and therefore a preformed channel in the substrate should be created
which is of adequate dimensions to accept the strip and sufficient adhesive 
to affix it.  
Apply the adhesive into the channel, insert the strip and press firmly into place
but without causing oozing of the adhesive onto the visible surfaces.
Allow adequate cure time of the adhesive before allowing pedestrian access.

Because the fixings remain exposed in the completed installation, we 
recommend the use of stainless steel screws.
Whilst the pre-drilled/countersunk hole is for No.8 heads, the screw length 
should be that suited to the particular application but not less than 25mm
long for fixing 5mm profiles and 30mm long for fixing 7mm profiles.
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